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United States
Coast Guard

16711
12 November 1996

From: Commander, Eighth Coast Guzard District
To: Distribution

Subj: APPLICABILITY OF TONNAGE MEZASUREMENT SYSTEMS TO U.S. FLAG
VESSELS

Ref: (&) Navigztion and Vessel Inspection Circular No. 11-93

1. Some companies have experienced difficulties in foreign ports
when the U.S. tonnege for their vessels is not recocnized by the
covernment's maritime cfficizls. In an attempt to help these
companies, some OCMIs have written letters explaining thet the
United States has determined that these vessels cgualify to retzin
their nationzl tonnege for certein internationel conventions.
Enclosure (1) is provicded as & stznderd format fcocr CCMIs who
choose to issue such letter.

2. Reference (a) provicdes cuidance recerding the use of naticnal
tonnege on certain vescsels making international vovages. It
¢rants to the American Bureau of Shipping (AES) enc Det Norske
Veritas (DNV) the responsibilityv of issuing U.S. Tornage
Certificaete to U.S. vessels. Enclosure (1) to reference (&)
Ciscusses issuance cf 2 U.S. Tonnace Certificate bv either AES or
DNV.

3. Some U.S. companies have encountered expensive cdelays when
foreign authorities fzil to recognize these cleassification

society issued tonnage certificates. The confusicn by foreign
governments often has to co with their questioning t:
egpplicebility of national tcnnacge conventions for international
trezties such as SCLAS, STCW and MARFOL.

4. In several czses OCMI letters have been accepted in the
foreign ports ané have proven verv beneficial to vessel cwners.
Although there is no reguirement for OCMIs to issue letters of
this type, enclosure (l) shculd ke used as the fcrmat for any

=
future letters thet they decide to issue.

S. Comments cr reguests for addéitionzl informeticn mzay ke
zCdcdressed to LT Keith Fordham at (504) 585-6743.
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v direction

Encl: (1) Sezmple Format Letter

Dist: All Eighth District Coastal MSOs and MSU
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Vessel Owner

Attn: ke: VESSEL NAME,
0.

S
N. 0000000

Vessel Owner Street

City, State Zip

Dear Vessel Owner:

This is in response to your fax of XXXXXXXX, recuesting that the
U.S. Coast Guerd provide & stetement concerning teonnace
measurement system applicability for the referenced vessel.

Conventicon on Tonnege Measurement cf Ships,

The International
1669, came fully into force cn July 1€, 19894. Uncer the
provisions of this convention, &s supplemented by Intsrnation
Meritime Orgenizetion (IMO) Resolutions A.494(X’:), 2.540(13)
A.541(13), & vessel meeting certein criteriz mev retéin the g
tonnace &ssicnel uncer the presexisting national’ ton“age
mezsurement svstem for the purpose of epplying reguirements of
specific interneticnel conventions. In this cease, the ¢ross
tcnnage &s appezrs cn the Internztionzl Tcnnace Cerztiiicate
(1669) 1s not eppliceble.
————————————— DECLARATION -
Tre U.S. Coeast CGuard acknowledges thet the refsrenced vessel 1
currently of United Stetes recistry and cqualifies for rstazinin
the preexisting netional cross tonnege under the rcvisions of
the Internationel Convention on Tonnage Mezsurement of Ships,
1¢69, and releted IMO resolutions. The preexist 'nc nationel
gross tonnage essicned to this vessel under the United Steates
Fegulatory Tonnage Measurement System is:
CROSS TONNAGZ = XXXXXX
This tonnage shzll be used for the purpose cf determining
egrplicebility of reguirements under the following intsernationa
ccnventions: 1) Seéfety of Life &t Sees (SOLAS); 2) Stenderds of
Treining, Certificzticn &nd Wetchkeeping for Seafazrers (STCW);
end 3) Freventicn of Follution From Ships (MAREQL).
Sincerely
J. C. DOE
Ceptein, U.S. Ccast CGuazrd
Officer in Chercs
Marine Inspecticn
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